THE MISSION PRAYER CALL

International Ministries, American Baptist Churches

Week of March 7, 2010
Continue to pray for the people of Haiti and of Chile.

Barbara and Dwight serve in Chile with the Convention of Baptist Churches-Chilean Mission in ministries of economic and leadership development. Their primary focus is with Mapuche churches in southern Chile. The Mapuche are the indigenous people of Chile and Argentina. Most of them live on small farms in isolated rural communities called "reductions." They struggle with severe poverty, lack of sustainable livelihoods, and the debilitating, culture-eroding effects of centuries of domination. Their vision is to see Mapuche churches that are strong in their identity, not ashamed of their culture, much less of the gospel, and so better equipped to do Christ-like ministry in the Mapuche way. They returned to Chile recently after spending a year on U.S./Puerto Rico assignment.

They write: Today six pastors and three laypeople from southern Chile churches brought flour, rice, pasta, water, coffee, tea, sugar and toiletry items to Concepcion, Los Angeles, Laja, and Cerro Verde for distribution by the churches.
Lord Merino, a pastor in Temuco and Director of the Southern District, writes about what he saw. "The hardest thing to see, apart from so much destruction, was the people’s hunger.   To rise up as a country the first thing we need to do is eat, and the people are so hungry that it seems difficult for them even to rise up.  I gave away the money you sent to women and children of Cerro Verde that were so hungry.  In the end nothing was sufficient.  There are so many stories.  It was complicated even to take a photo without feeling morbid and being afraid of offending them, that they might think we were just tourists.  As the curfew was about to fall, we were giving away even the crumbs of bread we had in our pockets.  To have a little clean water was a privilege.”
 
People are walking along the coastline, dazed, without anywhere to go, with a lost look in their eyes.  We did not see many children in the streets because it is not safe for them.  The curfew only allows six hours in the daytime to walk around and they use it to look for water coming from springs higher up the hills, trickling over the sides of the highway, or to look for food wherever they can.
 
Help from the government still has not gotten there.  Distribution of food and water is a chaos.  The women need clean clothes and intimate wear.  They don’t have blankets, bedding, bed clothes.  They are living in unstable, makeshift shelters for six days now.  They can’t bathe.  They sleep by day and guard their things through the night.  We just hope it doesn’t rain because that would be the end.”

· Pray for the people of Chile and for those whom God is raising up to meet their need.

· Pray for the witness of believers as they minister to the needs of the people.

· Pray for Barbara and Dwight as they minister in the name of Jesus and for their children Jack (10) and Will (5)
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Chuck and Ramona Shawver, Mexico
Chuck and Ramona serve in the field of leadership training in partnership with the Baptist Seminary of Mexico and the Council of Indigenous Evangelical Churches of Mexico (CICEM).
Chuck writes: Good food is Good News! Ramona and I just returned from the state of Chiapas where we facilitated a workshop on family organic vegetable gardens for the women of La Ceyba. They have two goals:  improve their diets with more and better fruits and vegetables and learn new and tasty ways to prepare their food.  Sort of a farmer Jones meets Julie & Julia.  


Our workshop leader, Aurelio Lopez, helped us understand the advantage of working with native food and medicinal plants but the women insisted that they wanted more variety.  The idea of having a food fair where we could share new ways of preparing familiar foods as well as new ones, generated lots of enthusiasm.  We learned about ways to fertilize, control pests and weeds without using chemical products.  Fifteen women signed up to be part of the pilot project.  As water is in short supply we will help them find storage containers and sprinkling cans.  We will also be looking for the right people to help with the food fair that we hope to celebrate in March.  


As these women work together to plan, plant, and care for their gardens, they will also gain valuable skills in organizing and leadership.  Their faith will grow as they see God blessing their efforts and they will be encouraged to face other challenges with the confidence and empowerment that success brings.  Women in rural communities are at risk in many ways; poverty if they stay, but dangers of exploitation if they move to cities or other countries.  We are convinced that the God who promises life in abundance will be with the women of this small Mayan community as they take a step of faith and work to improve their lives. 

· Praise the Lord that the men in San Juan Cote are all back to work and for the gifts they received to help them through the crisis of unemployment.  
· Pray for Gloria Solis who has suffered for years from a terrible ulcer on her left foot.  She is 35 and the mother of 5 young children.  The only suggestion the doctors have is amputation.  Follow up therapy and a prosthesis would be impossible.  So she suffers through her life in pain and constant difficulty.  Believe with us and pray for a miracle for Gloria.
· Pray also for Mateo who needs one more surgery on his eye socket and then should be ready for a prosthesis.  
· Pray for Chuck and Ramona as they share the love of Jesus in word and in deed.
Pray for International Ministries Volunteers

The following are volunteers going out to serve Christ.  Please keep them in your prayers.

· Emma Gordoa from Arizona serving in Brazil, February 27 – March 15.
· Jeannie and Dave Bess from West Virginia serving in India, March 12 - 18.
· Jim Stinespring, leading a team of 17 from West Virginia, serving in Nicaragua, March 5 -14. 
· Soozi Ford & Janice Grogan, leading a team of 12 from Iowa, serving in Mexico, March 12 -25. 
*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or bsantill@abc-usa.org 
*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top.






