THE MISSION PRAYER CALL

International Ministries, American Baptist Churches

Week of March 14, 2010
Continue to pray for the people of Haiti and of Chile.
A Letter from the President of the Convention of Chilean Baptist Churches
Five pastors, four laymen and two young people left in three trucks to visit the cities of Los Angeles, Laja, Concepción, and Penco. … The aid that we brought was:  flour, sugar, coffee, tea, potatoes, pasta, yeast, toilet paper, batteries, flashlights, and water.  Our hearts beat more strongly as we arrived, not just because we could arrive with some help, but because we were able once again to embrace them and see that in spite of the disaster - some of them had lost everything - they were content, because God our Father had sustained their lives, that wonderful gift that only God gives, to him be the glory, Aleluia.
 

The words that spontaneously came from them and the people around them were  “We will get by,” “things can be recovered but not life,” “God takes care of our lives,” “He is still faithful,” and so many other words that encouraged us to keep on being motivated to go as many times as necessary to bring aid to our brothers and sisters.

 

Pastor Luis Alvarado told us:  “This is something that I have only seen and felt once before in the earthquake of 1960 (he also personally experienced that earthquake).  The sea came with a wild force, demolishing everything in its path.  My sister Julia (member of the church and also his physical sister) lost her house as the sea swept it away, as well as so many others from this place.  It was only a miracle of God that my house also was not wiped out by the sea.   Today we need bedding, clothing for many people, food and the ability to help rebuild out of nothing for those who lost everything.”

 

Our sister Mariela Cardenas told us:  “It was something terrible, dreadful.  We got out with what we had on.  Our house disappeared.  Today we have nothing, but thanks to God we are alive.”  She could not continue talking, being overcome with emotion.

Having been many times in the community of Cerro Verde in the town of Penco where Pastor Luis Alvarado’s church is, it is frightful to see now how houses have disappeared, how cars were thrown into houses.  Boats that were on the beach are stuck on houses.  The panorama is desolate.  The smell of dead fish is terrible.  The desolation of the people is a nightmare.

 

Meanwhile, we cannot remain with our arms crossed.  That is why I am appealing to your generosity and Christian fellowship.
 
Mario Ramos E., Presidente,  Convencion de Iglesias Bautisas M. Ch.,Temuco,

· Pray for the people of Chile and for the witness of believers as they bring help to those in need.
· Pray for our missionaries Barbara and Dwight Bolick who returned to Chile on the first available flight on March 15. Pray for strength and wisdom as they minister in the name of Christ.  Pray also for their children Jack (10) and Will (5).


Kim Brown, Thailand, 

Kim’s work includes overseeing five Christ-like ministries for tribal people who are coping with the problems caused by AIDS, disabilities, and migration from their traditional villages to urban slums. Lack of land and employment has forced people from rural areas to cities to find work. They are often exploited on the job, and are at risk for being infected with the AIDS virus. The Thailand Karen Baptist Convention sponsors these ministries. 

Praise and Prayer Points:

Celebrating seems to be a theme this time, as we are also celebrating the graduation of 3 of our young women at the House of Love (HOL).  Da (many of you will know she came to us as a baby--the first child at the HOL), Sang Ngern and Daw Song are thrilled to mark this significant time in their schooling—finishing 9th grade (in Thailand, this is considered the end of compulsory education).  Da and Daw Song have chosen to go into vocational training (business computers) and Sang Ngern will be finishing regular high school.  We praise God that all 3 are in good health and pray for them as they start new classes in May (after our hot season break).
· Please pray for all of the House of Love children as they study for end-of-the-year exams and finish up projects before school ends March 5.  Pray also for new staff for the HOL as 2 of the house mothers will be leaving at the end of March (one to marry, the other to enter the army).
· We are hopeful that the construction will start any day now for the boys’ dorm/daycare classrooms.  While the plans have been completed for some time, there are some glitches with the contract with the Japanese Consulate.   Pray that we can all come to good understanding and start building.
· The Health Project staff is working on planning a new survey for border areas to see what needs there are.  The HPTP has had several invitations to work with ethnic minorities along the border, but we first need to have an understanding of the current situation.
· Please join us in praying for the adjustment of Ponfahluang, a little girl who goes to our daycare who has now started living at the House of Love as well.  Although she has a loving mother, this parent needed to work late hours, which meant that Pongfahluang was left in an abusive situation. 
Pray for International Ministries Volunteers

· Sharon and Anna Chatwell from Nebraska serving in Brazil,  March 16 – April 3.
· Maxwell Hill, leading a team of 5 from West Virginia, serving in Cuba, March 12 - 23. 
· Tracy Svoboda, leading a team of 4 from Illinois, serving in Dominican Republic, March 13 - 21. 
· Cornelius Pitts, leading a team of 5 from Pennsylvania, serving in Kenya , March 19 – April 29. 
· Soozi Ford & Janice Grogan, leading a team of 12 from Iowa, serving in Mexico, March 12 -25. 
*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or bsantill@abc-usa.org 
*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top.






