THE MISSION PRAYER CALL

American Baptist International Ministries
Week of March 22, 2009
 [image: image1.jpg]


Bucky and Carole Sydnor, Nepal 

Bucky and Carole serve as development workers in Nepal, a country where they previously served from 1978 to1987. They relate informally with individuals and churches in the rapidly growing Nepal Baptist Church Council, in areas of discipleship and leadership development. 


Bucky works as the international relations coordinator for Human Development and Community Service (HDCS), a non-governmental Christian organization based in Kathmandu. HDCS is committed to holistic mission in Nepal, and focuses on the great need for social ministries such as health, education, and community development. Carole also works with HDCS, helping to coordinate language and orientation of the international staff who come to work with HDCS. In addition, she teaches English and a discipleship class in a 12 week training program. 

They write: Andrew Rogness notes: "Jesus didn’t ask for someone to save the whole world. Instead, He used a simple image – a harvest, which in those days was done by hand – one bunch of grapes, an ear of corn, an olive, one after another painstaking and steadfast, bit by bit until it adds up to a whole harvest. These are the deeds of mercy and compassion Jesus calls for. When Einstein was asked what he thought was the greatest invention of modern man, he replied whimsically, 'compound interest.'  He knew the power of adding a little bit each day and how that builds over time. Deeds of mercy compound daily." 
These words took my thoughts to my friends, missionaries from Nagaland to Nepal. Then my thoughts went back farther. When we came to Royersford Baptist church in 1988, two of its members were Bob and Helen DeLano. Now deceased, they were International Ministries' missionaries to Nagaland many decades ago, making sacrifices to serve there, leaving the field without seeing much fruit from their labor.
Yet over the years, deeds of mercy and compassion done by others compounded daily, from the time of the DeLanos to the present. The fruit of them has been that Nagaland has been sending missionaries to Nepal, and other places, for over a decade now, and some of them, Akhole, Yamboni, and Ashenu, I have had the privilege to serve with side by side.

Rogness closes the devotion for that day with this: "The interest of compassion compounds. I am only one, but I am one among many." 
· Pray for us and Nepal.  As you pray the interest of your compassion can continue to compound… the legacy of the DeLanos beginning in Nagaland, now seen in Nepal, one day seen in yet another land, taken by Nepali missionaries.
· Thank you for your prayers for us and Nepal.
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Cathy Holmes, India
Cathy is director of admissions for Woodstock School, a Christian international school which has approximately 465 students from 25 countries. She also looks after a group of high school students who come to Woodstock for a year under the SAGE (Studies Abroad for Global Education) program, helping them make the transition from the U.S. or Europe to India and life at a boarding school. Cathy sees whatever she is asked to do as an opportunity to witness to Christ’s love. “We can know that God’s goodness will reach many places we cannot go through the lives and Christian witness of many of these young people,” she says.


The students, grades one through 12, attend Woodstock School from around the world. About 40 percent of the students are from non-Christian homes. The strong Christian emphasis at Woodstock ensures that every student is exposed to the Gospel through Bible classes, chapels, residence devotions and Christian activities offered during their time of study there.

She writes: In early February Woodstock reopened for the start of the second semester.  The day school started God showered us with snow! I welcomed a new staff member to help in the admissions office.  She is a gift from God who is already taking on some of the work load.  
At the end of February I headed to Surat in south India for another education exhibition.  It was a good experience as I talked with a number of parents seeking a good school for their children.

I recently returned from Korea, Thailand and Vietnam.  I went to talk with parents and interview and test students who have applied for a place at Woodstock.  What a privilege to be a part of what God is doing – to share with young people and their parents who will take what they have heard and learned to so many parts of the world.

It is good to be ‘home’ at Woodstock for a time now talking with prospective students and their families and working with families whose children are preparing to join Woodstock for the next school year which begins in August.  In mid April I am looking forward to attending the annual meeting of the Council of Baptist Churches of North East India.
· Thank you for your continued prayers and support.  These are difficult times for many.  Your continued encouragement is very much appreciated.
· Please continue to pray and support the work here among young people.
· Pray for Cathy as she serves the students and their families in the name of Jesus/
 

Pray for our Volunteers in Global Mission

· Wissman/Brune Team, Ohio serving with Heart of Hope Ministries International, Romania

· Sherill Sedillo, CA, serving in Uganda with Mosaic Vision Ministries

*For information on missionaries - go to www.internationalministries.org and click on PEOPLE WHO SERVE at the top.

*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or Bob.Santilli@abc-usa.org  

*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top. 






