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Kim Brown, Thailand, 

Kim's work includes overseeing Christ-like ministries for tribal people who are coping with the problems caused by AIDS, disabilities, and migration from their traditional villages to urban slums. Lack of land and employment has forced people from rural areas to cities to find work. They are often exploited on the job and are at risk for being infected with the AIDS virus. The Thailand Karen Baptist Convention sponsors these ministries. One of these ministries is the House of Love (HOL),

a home for women and children affected by AIDS. This includes women who had been sold into prostitution, AIDS orphans, and children taken out of their homes by the Social Welfare Department because of abuse. Many of the residents do not have Thai citizenship and have few rights in Thailand.
Kim writes: God has done amazing things in providing for the HOL.  Not only did we have sufficient funding from sponsors and individual gifts to finish 2008 in the black, but the building project (from buying and filling the land to constructing the buildings) has had so many financial gifts!  A thesaurus says that “amazing” can mean inspiring awe or wonder, and that is our experience when we see the faces of the children at the HOL and hear their prayers of thanksgiving for how God is providing through His people.  All of us here in Chiang Mai feel that God has done exceedingly, abundantly beyond what we ever envisioned, and we want to thank each person who has given or prayed for the building program this past year.  Jehovah Jirah is indeed God our Provider.
· A worship service will be held at the House of Love on April 11th as the children and staff move from the old facility into their new home. Please pray for the move and for those participating in the worship service.

· Pray for health and strength for Kim as she ministers in the name of Jesus in Thailand.


Ed and Miriam Noyes, Democratic Republic of the Congo

Ed and Miriam serve in a region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo where over two-thirds of the population depends on agriculture for a living, and where chronic malnutrition limits the lives of children. 
Ed supports and advises Congolese Baptist church programs promoting more productive, profitable, and sustainable farming techniques. Miriam has a burden for thousands of illiterate women who provide the foundations of healthy family life, yet are marginalized or impoverished because they cannot read and write. She promotes church-based literacy programs and trains literacy teachers. Programs have now been established in over half of the Baptist churches in Kinshasa. 
They write: Pastor Georges Kasaka Kasiala reflects on the lives of people in the 25 local congregations that he oversees.  Isolated by political neglect and notoriously bad roads, their children attend poorly staffed and equipped schools, they have no functioning agricultural extension service and they must make do with seasonal trade with only the most intrepid entrepreneurs (usually to their disadvantage.)  The physical obstacles to contact with the outside world reinforce an isolation of the mind and of the spirit.  Over half of village women do not read. This is another barrier that keeps opportunity (and sometimes hope) beyond reach.

A district pastor doesn't have the political muscle to fix the national highway, but Pastor Kasiala is determined to break that isolation of the mind and spirit around Kipata Katika.  On March 14 he launched the district's literacy campaign by hosting a 5-day workshop for adult literacy teachers.  Over 45 people attended.  They learned principles of teaching adults, observed practical reading lessons and developed lessons themselves.  Participants chose between Kituba and French.  The ultimate goal is to have at least one literacy class in every one of the 25 district churches.

The excitement was evident. … Five hectic days passed.  On Friday afternoon Miriam and two others evaluated 41 teacher candidates as they put their learning on display.  Each one taught through a sample literacy lesson, from phonetics to words to reading sentences, capped off with a short Bible devotion on a theme for literacy.  When the dust settled late Friday night, 40 new teachers were certified to teach reading to adults in the Kipata Katika district, Pastor Kasiala among them.

Pastor Kasiala is determined that the pastors he shepherds will become more effective communicators of the Gospel.  He is determined that their parishioners will have free access to the word of God.  He is determined that parents will be able to contribute to a better education for their children.  He is determined to break down the obstacles that keep his people isolated, ignorant of the opportunities that God has already prepared for them.  
· Please pray for Pastor Kasiala and pray for the other 39 new literacy teachers as they try to dismantle the walls that so often keep spirits from soaring.  I imagine that God will be pleased to see people truly free for the first time in their lives.
· Pray for Ed and Miriam as they continue to serve Christ in
Pray for our Volunteers in Global Mission

· First Baptist Church, Riverside, CA to Bluefields, Nicaragua April 3 - 19

· Susan Rice, Kenwood Baptist Church, Ohio, serving with Kit Ripley in Thailand 

· Joan Dostal, Montgomery Community Church, Ohio, serving as occupational therapist in China, March 23-April 9

· Sherill Sedillo, Capo Beach Calvary, California, serving in Uganda at a birth center, March 23 - April 13

*For information on missionaries - go to www.internationalministries.org and click on PEOPLE WHO SERVE at the top.

*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or Bob.Santilli@abc-usa.org  

*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top. 






