THE MISSION PRAYER CALL

International Ministries, American Baptist Churches
Weeks of July 25, 2010
Pray for Iris Morales – American Baptist missionary to Bolivia.
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Mario and Iris Morales, Missionaries to Bolivia.

Iris is gravely ill and has been in a coma. Jose Norat-Rodriguez, Area Director for IberoAmerica/Caribbean recently shared the following: 

Yesterday, I was able to have a pastoral conversation with Mario Morales. Although the process is irreversible, Iris’ movement toward the end of her earthly life has been very slow until now. It is important that we continue to pray for Mario [Iris’ husband] and for Benjamin and Mario Jr. [Iris’ children]. Also, Iris’ sister and her husband have been very supportive throughout all this. Also, we are praying for them at this difficult time. This beloved family has been taking turns around the clock to be with Iris. Mario said that Iris has been peaceful which we know is only a prelude to what she will have in the eternal presence of God. As the psalmist said in Psalm 16:11: “You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence with eternal pleasures at your right hand."
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Chuck and Ramona Shawver, Mexico
Chuck and Ramona serve in the field of leadership training in partnership with the Baptist Seminary of Mexico and the Council of Indigenous Evangelical Churches of Mexico (CICEM).
Chuck writes: Last Sunday I attended the Baptist Church in Iguala, Guerrero where one of our Seminary graduates serves as pastor.  It is filled with people of all ages but especially youth:  lively worship, good teaching, lots of love, lots of enthusiasm.  The kind of place you want to be, even when Mexico's soccer team is playing in the world cup!  The kind of place where people can come to know God.  The kind of ministry we want for all of our graduates.

At the seminary we want our students to be good theologians and we want them to be good pastors, preachers and teachers; committed to justice and to the poor and to the planet's well being.  We are less concerned with Jesus' second coming than we are with what we should be doing till he comes.  There is a lot to do.  But in all that we do, we know that if people don't see our relationship with Christ and if people don't hear that message, then we are cheaters, doing nice things but leaving out the single most important piece.  

Thank you for supporting us in our work at the Baptist Seminary and with the churches of CICEM.  Your prayers for us and for the churches of Mexico make all the difference.   
· Pray for Chuck and Ramona as they share the love of Jesus in word and in deed.

· Pray for the students and graduates of the seminary who are extending God’s Kingdom through their ministry in the churches and in the world.
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Bucky and Carole Sydnor, Development Workers, Nepal
Bucky and Carole serve as development workers in Nepal, a country where they previously served from 1978 to1987. They relate informally with individuals and churches in the rapidly growing Nepal Baptist Church Council, in areas of discipleship and leadership development. 


Carole writes: Nepal’s New Year started on April 14th and what new things it has brought! On the national scale, the deadline for writing the constitution was extended 12 months. Thankfully, everyone is ignoring the fact that the extension occurred a few hours after everything expired, partly because no one really knew what had actually “expired” and what had not. So they agreed to not worry about it. That agreement was a big nation-saver. We asked for your prayers about this last April, and we are most thankful for them. The country has been spared a serious constitutional crisis.

At the hospital, the biggest thing the Nepali New Year has brought is a surgeon. He arrived just after the monsoon, and his arrival is such an important help to the hospital. In the last 52 weeks the hospital has not had a resident surgeon; there have only been visiting surgeons and then for a total of 8 weeks. So people who needed surgery had to go elsewhere. Even so, over 40,000 people will have come to the hospital for treatment these last 12 months. An added bonus is that the new surgeon is a Christian, adding to the Christian leadership at the hospital. 

On a different note, two medical students have come to the Lamjung Hospital; Rachel, from Britain, and Deborah, from France. They have come for their “medical elective;” a time when they have an opportunity to go wherever they want several weeks and observe medicine practices in that country. They have come to Besishahar and their boldness sometimes staggers the mind. Neither has ever been to Nepal before nor speaks Nepali. Yet they flew into Kathmandu and were met by a HDCS staff person who carefully put them on a bus to Besishahar. For that 6-8 hour ride they had no one who spoke much English at all. But they both arrived safely. Bucky assisted in their orientation at the hospital; Carole oriented them to life in Besishahar. Since neither of them has a refrigerator in their room, we “took pity on them” and have them join us for breakfast everyday.  That has been a treat for them and for us as well. It is interesting what simple things become such a blessing!

Finally, the close of the Nepali old year is the time that the hospital prepares plans for the new fiscal year, which starts mid-July. Part of the plans are that the hospital will be fully staffed, including another surgeon who is already on the way, and functioning at a higher level than it does now.  

· Pray for Bucky and Carole as they bring help to the people of Nepal

· Pray for those who minister to the medical needs of the people at Lamjung Hospital and for the full staffing of the hospital in the coming year.
Pray for International Ministries Volunteers

· Mike Braun, leading a team of 14 from Ohio, serving in Haiti, July 31 – August 7. 
· Vince Godfrey, leading a team of 19 from Illinois, serving in Mexico, August 1 – 7. 
*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or bsantill@abc-usa.org 






