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Charles and Sarah West, Zambia
Charles serves with the Baptist Convention of Zambia in the areas of educational ministries and leadership development. Sarah works with vulnerable and exploited women and children at risk. 

Sarah writes: We received a box of school books, donated by the library of the American International School of Lusaka, to pass on to “The WellSpring of Faith and Hope Orphanage and Community School” ministry which we are building up and supporting.

As we were handing over the books to Wellspring’s school headmaster, he asked if we could share the books with another school that is far more in need, located some 12 to 15 hours away from Lusaka, where we are located.  We said, “Sure, but how would we get the books to them?”

He gave me a cell phone number, and I contacted the director of the school in need of the books.  She told me that someone would be driving to Lusaka in the next few days, and he would be able to pick the books up and take them back to the Western Province where the school is located.  We connected by phone with this driver, he drove to our house, and we handed over three boxes of children’s books for ages 2-15 years.   

As we sat and talked to this driver, who had volunteered his financial resources and vehicle and time, he gave us some background on the school.  He told us that of all the villages in all the provinces of Zambia (this one, Shangombo located on the border of Zambia and Angola) was the least developed.  He said to get to Shangombo, which is his home, he would have to drive south 8 to 10 hours from Lusaka to Livingstone, then another 4 to 5 more hours’ drive, after which he would need to take a pontoon to reach the village (which is located near the Zambezi River) to give the books to the children.  He spoke of how this gift of books would change the lives of the children in the village which, in turn, would change the community and the country.

In the boxes, we included the one Bible we had left for donation and a copy of “The Purpose Driven Life” as a gift to the school’s director.  We scoured our children’s book shelf for a children’s’ Bible, of which we had a few and other good Bible-based books that we had read to our children when they were toddlers.  We have a young woman from Royersford Baptist Church named Lisa who we are hosting for a month (she is a student at Bloomsburg University), and she chose to do some early childhood education work at the WellSpring of Faith and Hope Community School.  She had two great children’s books which she added to the pile, and this made a great donation.

· Pray for Charles and Sarah as they minister for Christ in Zambia.
· Pray for those who read these books, that hearts would be touched by the love of God and that lives would be changed by the power of the Risen Christ.
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Annie and Jeff Dieselberg, Thailand

Annie and Jeff Dieselberg serve in Bangkok, Thailand, a bustling metropolis of more than 10 million people. Annie and Jeff both serve at NightLight Foundation and NightLight Design Co. Ltd. NightLight is an international organization committed to addressing the complex issues surrounding trafficking and prostitution by catalyzing individual and community transformation. NightLight's vision is to offer intervention to sexually exploited women and children, to enable them to discover their dignity, and to provide a program of holistic transformation, empowering them to live and work in their community
Annie writes: Thank you so much for your continual prayers and words of encouragement. It has been a trying season but we have felt God's presence and have been empowered by your prayers. The political situation has settled for the general public. While the battle continues in parliament and there is still deep division in the country, life has returned to a busy pace. It was encouraging after the burning, to see many groups join together in a day of clean up for Bangkok. We pray for more of this spirit of reconciliation and collaboration for a peaceful resolution.
 
The streets of Bangkok are much quieter as many tourists have canceled their trips. This has had a significant impact on Thailand's economy, including the bars where we do ministry. NightLight has also been impacted through the cancellation of visitors. We usually average 600 visitors a year which helps to bring in jewelry sales and increase awareness of the needs.

With the loss of legitimate jobs in Thailand, more women are turning to the bars as a possible source of income. At the same time, there has been a decrease of male clientele at these establishments. With the number of women in the bars increasing, and the number of customers decreasing, I believe the time is right to reach these women with hope. We need your support and prayers more than ever for the next phase of this journey.
· Pray for Annie and Jeff and the workers and volunteers at NightLight as they reach out to women and seek to bring them hope and new life in Christ.
Pray for International Ministries Volunteers

· Mike Torres, leading a team of 15 from Nevada, serving in Mexico, July 9 – 21. 
· MJ Hinchliff, leading a team of 28 from Connecticut, serving in Dominican Republic, July 10 - 17.
· Stephen Howard, leading a team of 9 from Virginia, serving in Dominican Republic, July 8 – 16. 
· Kimberlee Bruce, leading a team of 12 from Michigan, serving in Ghana, June 28 –     July 14. 
*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or bsantill@abc-usa.org 

*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top.







