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Lauran Bethell, Global Consultant

Lauran has been working for more than two decades on behalf of and caring for women who have been exploited and abused.  While based in The Netherlands, she travels extensively throughout Europe, Asia and the Americas, teaching, training and consulting.

She writes: Today I spent the afternoon visiting Thai “massage parlors” in a city near-by my home.  It’s obvious that massage is only part of the treatment the women offer in these establishments.  I went there for the first time a couple of months ago at the invitation of a Christian organization which helps women in prostitution to know of options for their lives.  I was thrilled to be able to use my Thai.  They were happy to have someone who spoke Thai!  After going the first time, I realized that I needed some “gifts” to be able to give the women when I visited them.  I immediately called one of my former staff members at The New Life Center in Chiang Mai and asked them to send me a supply of Thai Christian music CD’s and some good tracts in Thai which speak of God’s love, forgiveness, healing.  So today I went into the clubs with gifts in my arms.  I prayed that God would speak into their hearts through the gifts. …

In each place we were offered cokes and fruit.  We found out about the families they are supporting and the homes they have dreams of building.  Some shared a bit about the pain of divorce and loneliness.  In the few moments we had with them (in between their phone calls and visits by clients) we gave them the CD’s and tracts and let them know that they could call the organization if they wanted help with problems in their lives.  We let them know that God loves them.  

As we were leaving one of the clubs, I went to say good-bye to the owner, who had been busy with visitors while we were talking with the women in another room.  I handed her a CD and she took my hand and said, “you mean you’re leaving before we have a chance to talk about God?”  I offered to call her to arrange to meet at another time, and she immediately gave me her business card—and then in a very un-Thai way, she hugged me.  We will meet again soon. 
· Thank you for praying for this dear woman—and all the women who are longing to find peace and security.
· Pray for Lauran as she continues to serve in Christ’s name in the global community.
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 Patti and Tim Long, Mexico

Tim and Patti minister in Mexico in leadership training by the Baja Baptist Convention, Dios Con Nosotros (God With Us). They help in the acculturation process of the many people who relocate to the Baja Peninsula of Mexico from other areas in Mexico. Patti serves as the special education teacher and consultant at the "Centro Pedagogico Dedaque" Baptist grade school in Tijuana. She also serves as an infant development specialist working with babies and young children with disabilities and their families. Tim works mainly with the theological education programs of the Baja Baptist Convention. 
They write: In our last update we wrote about Teresa Miranda, the first missionary to be supported fully by Baja Baptist Convention churches.  She is off this week to begin her ministry as director of a cross-cultural missionary training school in southern Mexico.  She begins this new phase of her mission work with the promise of both prayer and financial underpinning.  Her commissioning service was very well attended with over 300 present from churches throughout the north of Baja.  

 

Mexican grade schools began last week and we are pleased to report that the Monte Horeb School, where Patti teaches, is off to a much better than expected start.  It usually takes a few weeks for most students to return to classes yet after only a week there are over 100 already enrolled, including most all of Patti's special needs children.  However, they are still looking to hire two teachers.  
  
· Pray for Teresa Miranda as she begins her new ministry in southern Mexico.
· Pray for Patti and Tim as they serve Christ in Mexico.
Pray for Judy Sutterlin (missionary to China) and her family upon the home going of her father.

Judy writes: Please pray for my family as we celebrate my father's life and his going home to be with our Lord. On Labor Day, William W. Sutterlin, was released from his labors among us on this earth, to his heavenly reward.  I will be staying in California at least through his memorial service 
which we are planning for sometime this coming weekend. Then I will return to Nanjing and my teaching at the seminary.

We praise God for our father's life of service beginning from serving as a missionary in China for 2 ½ years in the late 1940s and continuing to serve on the pastoral staff of four different churches over the years. We praise and thank God for his role in our lives and our family.  He will be greatly missed even as we rejoice in God's promised eternal life.

Pray for International Ministries Volunteers

The following are volunteers going out to serve Christ.  Please keep them in your prayers.

· Tammy & Johnny Butler from Texas serving in Mexico September 5 – November 15.
· Connie Gates from North Carolina serving in India August 25 – October 31.
· Margaret Martin from Washington serving in China August 4 – September 25.
· Robin and Larry Sweeney from Washington serving in Costa Rica August 18 – December 5.
*For information on missionaries - go to www.internationalministries.org and click on PEOPLE WHO SERVE at the top.

*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or Bob.Santilli@abc-usa.org  

*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top. 
