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Betsy and David Perkins, Development Workers, India
Betsy and David Perkins serve God in India.  David is International Ministries' Country Director for India Mission.  He promotes mutual understanding and cooperation of Indian and American Baptist Churches.  Dave also oversees relief and development work in the country.  

Betsy coordinates the White Cross program of American Baptist Women's Ministries in India.  She is involved in the development of women's ministries and leadership.  

Together they give support and encouragement to Baptist partners in India with a particular focus on discipling and leadership development.

They write: A birthday is wonderful day for people all around the world.  On September 22, 2009, there was a birthday of new hope for many Baptist Churches in the state of Andhra Pradesh as almost 75 pastors were ordained in the presence of 1400 of their Baptist pastor colleagues who are part of the Baptist Convention of Telugu Churches (BCTC) in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh.  It was a glorious day of singing, praising and celebrating the work that God has put before the 1475 pastors.  Betsy and I took part in the ceremonies with a short message and prayer of dedication.  The BCTC is committed to growing the body of Christ and needs more prayer support than ever.  There are nearly one million Telugu Baptists, but over a billion non-believers in India.

"The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."  Mt 9:37-38

The need for more pastors is growing, but the schools for training them are few and not always accessible to those who want to be trained.  Men, women and youth are looking for places to study the word of God, so that they might be strong vessels to carry the Word to the millions who still need to hear the Good News.  

After the ordination ceremony, we met with some of the local church leaders. A young woman named V. Suhrulatha serves as a chaplain for the English language service at the Jewett Church.  She talked with me about a burning in her heart from the Holy Spirit for the need for a seminary/theological school for Telugu Baptists.  There was a young woman doctor who shared the need for simple laboratory equipment in the small clinic run by the church for Ongole’s poor population.  While we talked, a group of about 20 nursing students entered the church.  Their teacher asked us to pray for them.  The students, all young ladies, were excited to learn that Betsy was a nurse and were especially glad to have her pray over them for the exams they were taking.  We were blessed by being able to meet with these people and to hear their joys and concerns.  

· Pray for Betsy and David as they serve Christ in India by helping train leaders for the church.

· Pray for the newly ordained pastors as they give leadership to their churches,

· Pray for the training of future church leaders and for a seminary/theological school for Telegu Baptists.
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Katherine and Wayne Niles, Democratic Republic of the Congo
Katherine and Wayne serve as seconded missionaries to Interchurch Medical Assistance in Democratic Republic of Congo. Wayne serves as the in-country liaison officer with IMA for financial and accounting matters. Additionally, he has been helping Congolese people through a development project to grow more food. Among other activities, the project distributes new seeds, disease resistant varieties of crops, and offers women's groups small loans to purchase machines for hulling, milling, and producing oil.

Katherine is working with a group of Congolese Christian professionals in training community leaders, urban and rural, to be promoters of health in their communities. The staff of a church-related health center in Kinshasa is also using her expertise to make their medical ministry more holistic as they care for urban poor people.

Katherine writes: Three weeks ago I was a warehouse receiving supervisor classifying 435 boxes of medical supplies by hospital. Then I became a “hard nosed” broker, negotiating the transport of those cartons to places so difficult to reach few truckers dare to go.  Last week I personally accompanied an 800 lb air freight load to a mission because no trucks would go there.  Over the last three weeks I’ve been processing greatly needed White Cross medical supplies for our 11 Baptist hospitals in Congo; your gifts and handiwork that bring an enormous blessing to some of the world’s neediest people.
(White Cross is medical supplies, generously donated by American Baptist Women through International Ministries.)  

I count it a privilege to arrange for the distribution of the White Cross supplies each year.  You have the privilege of sending them.  Dr. Bofili called after the delivery of their materials saying, “Please express sincere gratitude from the staff at the Hospital in Kipata Katika to all those who generously contribute to the gift of White Cross.” I also thank you.

· Pray for Katherine and Wayne as they serve Christ in so many ways in D.R. Congo.

· Pray for God to continue to bless the sick and needy through the ministry of White Cross.

Pray for International Ministries Volunteers

The following are volunteers going out to serve Christ.  Please keep them in your prayers.

· Mark McCloy, leading a team of 4 from West Virginia, serving in Bolivia, October 10 - 22.
· Mar Imsong, leading a team of 4 from Massachusetts, serving in India (Nagaland), Oct. 6 - 23.
· Patricia and Luis Alvarez from Everett, WA serving in Mexico, September 26 – October 17.
· Sherill Sedillo from California serving in Uganda October 8 - 27.
· Tammy & Johnny Butler from Texas serving in Mexico September 5 – November 15.
*For information on missionaries - go to www.internationalministries.org and click on PEOPLE WHO SERVE at the top.

*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or Bob.Santilli@abc-usa.org  

*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top. 
