THE MISSION PRAYER CALL

International Ministries, American Baptist Churches

Week of October 5, 2008
Pray for an end to violence that has broken out in Assam India.

Conflict between Muslim settlers from Bangladesh and native Bodo tribes people has resulted in violence, death and the destruction of property. A local Baptist leader has said, "Life is sacred and precious. No one has the right to take it except the Giver. We don't need to resort to arms and violence to show our anger and displeasure, there is proper way to argue and to be heard. Violence is not the answer. I appeal to both tribes to immediately stop violence and come to negotiating table."

· Pray that peace would return to this troubles area.

Special Prayer Request from David and Joyce Reed in Baja, Mexico

Hurricane Norbert is headed towards Baja Sur.  On Wednesday, October 8, it was upgraded to a Category 4 Hurricane although it may only be a 2 by the time it makes landfall sometime Friday or Saturday.  It is predicted to land on the Pacific side and then move across the peninsula towards the Sea of Cortez, just north of La Paz.  We are being told to prepare for heavy winds, rain, and flooding. (If you'd like to read more about the storm as it progresses, go to Bajainsider.com and click on the Hurricane Watch link located in the left hand column.)
· Would you please pray for God's protection over Southern Baja in the coming days?
At present, David is in San Jose (2.5 hours south of La Paz) working with a mission group from FBC of Scottsdale, AZ.  He and the pastor of that group were on their way to the airport to see about changing the group's airline tickets so they could fly out earlier than their scheduled flight on Friday.  
· Please keep their travel plans in your prayers too.


Terry and Tom  Myers, Bulgaria
Terry and Tom minister in Bulgaria. Tom and our partners in Bulgaria are developing ways to help families by creating long-term solutions to the problems of unemployment, while ministering to the families' immediate needs.


Terry is involved in teaching English to a group of teenage orphans and is also involved in developing markets for handicrafts made by the women of the Baptist churches. She also assists with networking between local churches in the Baptist Union of Bulgaria and ABCUSA churches. 

They write: One of the issues we face in Bulgaria is a very deep distrust of evangelical Christians by many Bulgarians.  Evangelicals (in this context meaning Protestant denominations, which make up less than 1% of the population of the country) are viewed as a sect or cult, and many Bulgarians are cautious of any sort of interaction with such people. This myth was started under communism, when any religious activity was prohibited, and is perpetuated yet today by the official religious entity in Bulgaria, the Bulgarian Orthodox Church.
 We believe that the most important ministry a visiting American mission team can have in Bulgaria is to demonstrate by their words and actions that evangelicals are not a scary sect, but are actually normal people, trying to live out God’s Word in their everyday lives.  This happens through relationship-building-- when the team works alongside their Bulgarian evangelical brothers and sisters, showing Christ’s love to a community, and helping, little by little, to break down the walls which divide evangelicals from the rest of the population.
 
Through the relationships formed between a team of six of God’s people from three American Baptist churches in Colorado and Wyoming, that wall of fear and prejudice against evangelicals began to crumble after only a week of ministry in a small Baptist church in Guliantsi and a little preschool in a tiny town in Bulgaria.  That’s a surprising impact that will live on long after the team has returned home!
Pray for:
· The children in Guliantsi who attended the VBS.
· The parents and staff at the kindergarten in Guliantsi.
· Pastor Ivan and his family as they minister in the Baptist church in Guliantsi.
· The many children in orphanages around Bulgaria.
· Tom and Terry and their children Andrew (AJ) (15) and Nathan (13) as they minister and live in Bulgaria.
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David and Leslie Turley, Okinawa, Japan
David and Leslie serve on the island of Okinawa, Japan. David works with the Okinawa Baptist Convention, teaching Bible classes, doing pulpit supply, and working in leadership development. Leslie is an administrator at Okinawa Christian School International (OCSI), and also assists with convention activities. 

Reflecting on a recent visit by a West Virginia Mission Team they write: The desire to do more for our Lord’s Kingdom at home and wherever His Spirit calls is rekindled.  We are filled with gratitude for the gifts and prayers that buoyed up this mission, and are already making plans for future mission trips, (perhaps as early as next year).  There is a renewed appreciation for what God can do with us at almost any age, as we saw 21-81 year olds being moved vibrantly by the Holy Spirit on this mission, amid oppressive heat and culture shock. This was truly mission partnership at its best!
· Please pray for the Turleys as they minister and for Okinawa Christians as they spread the Good News of salvation in Christ.
· Pray also for their life together as a family and for their daughter Joanna (8).
 
*For information on missionaries - go to www.internationalministries.org and click on PEOPLE WHO SERVE at the top.

*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or Bob.Santilli@abc-usa.org  

*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top. 






