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David and Laura Parajon, Nicaragua

Since 2001, David and Laura have been serving remote rural communities in Nicaragua through the training and support of village health leaders. These health care providers staff clinics in their communities to diagnose and treat the most common illnesses, teach nutrition and hygiene, and coordinate diverse community-oriented projects to improve health and prevent disease; they have significantly reduced deaths among children and women in their communities. David and Laura have also been receiving short-term mission teams that work in construction projects alongside village members.
David is an internist and Laura is a family physician. Their ministry to serve the poor focuses on health, hope and healing. Based in Nicaragua, they serve through AMOS Health and Hope and the Council of Protestant Churches in Nicaragua (CEPAD), working in Latin America to improve the health of rural communities. They also work with hospital and clinical services, hospice care, and programs focused on prevention and treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS.  

They write: A child is born in the mountains of the rural community of El Roblar, a two-hour walk from the health clinic.  It is 3 a.m., but Arrelis is prepared. As part of her ministry, she instructs women to get prenatal care, and she also makes home visits to give pregnancy advice and guidance. 

Our ministry, AMOS Health and Hope, is in the rural areas of Central Nicaragua. These mountains and plains are full of light and love, but also full of people suffering from severe poverty and completely preventable and treatable illnesses. In the midst of this difficult situation in Nicaragua are women like Arrelis, who said “no” to the suffering of their people, and volunteered to be health promoters for their communities. The health promoters are selected by their own communities; we train the promoters to provide basic curative health care services, prevent common illnesses, promote healthy lifestyles – and most importantly – to serve their communities with love. Arrelis recently received training in the management of pregnancy and childbirth from our AMOS team (we are able to have a training program thanks to the contributions of many individuals and churches who support AMOS). 

Everyday, thousands of newborns around the world die of completely preventable illnesses and birth accidents. Yet everyday, there are also people like Arrelis, women and men from poor rural communities who have been trained to serve their communities to improve health and help save lives. Because of your prayers, we have the strength to carry on even when times are difficult.
· Pray for David and Laura as they provide health care and train health care givers in Nicaragua.
· Pray for their life as a family and for their children: Cristina (13), Scott (11) and David (8).
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Dan Buttry, Global Consultant
Dan trains church and community leaders in conflict transformation skills, utilizing experiential education methodologies and Bible study. He consults with church leaders about conflicts plaguing them, and in some situations he participates in mediation teams between conflicted parties. To support IM's Mission Explosion priority, Dan explores ways for people interested in conflict transformation to accompany him and develop training and facilitation skills alongside him.
He shares:

Praise:
· For good health--cancer-free!
· For a great training trip to Burma.
· For the Naga reconciliation process. 
Pray for upcoming trips to Georgia and Ukraine (Nov.) and India (Dec.)

Pray for International Ministries Volunteers

The following are volunteers going out to serve Christ.  Please keep them in your prayers.

· Taryn Jung from California serving in Thailand October 5 – February 7, 2010.
· Connie Gates from North Carolina serving in India August 25 – October 31.
· Sherill Sedillo from California serving in Uganda October 8 - 27.
· Stan Zimmer, leading a team of 2 from Massachusetts, serving in China (Tongren Guizhou), October 8 - 26.
· Bobby Unger, leading a team of 13 from Ohio, serving in Dominican Republic, October 17 - 24.
· Mar Imsong, leading a team of 4 from Massachusetts, serving in India (Nagaland), October 6 - 23.
· Mark McCloy, leading a team of 4 from West Virginia, serving in Bolivia (Cochabamba), October 10 - 22.
*For information on missionaries - go to www.internationalministries.org and click on PEOPLE WHO SERVE at the top.

*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or Bob.Santilli@abc-usa.org  

*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top. 
