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Chuck and Ramona Shawver, Mexico

Chuck and Ramona have rich missionary experience among the indigenous peoples of Central and Southern Mexico. They serve in the field of leadership training in partnership with the Baptist Seminary of Mexico and the Council of Indigenous Evangelical Churches of Mexico (CICEM).
Chuck writes: Andres and Rosa's four sons are all believers and offered their family home to be used as a makeshift health clinic for a visiting U.S. physician last week.  The boys have been praying for their parents for a long time.  When the last patient was seen by Dr. Young, the team from Cartersville, GA gathered with the believers of Emiliano Zapata in the Mendoza's home for a time of worship.  Since it was their home, Andres and Rosa listened in, even as they had observed the day's activities.  The next morning, the group gathered again for devotions before the medical team moved on to the next community.  Following the final prayer, Andres spoke for the first time.  “Thank you for coming to our home and helping the people of our community.  My wife and I have never been to the church but I don't think that it will be long now before we begin attending.”  

Ramona and I are nearly four months into our return to Mexico.  The days have been long and the nights short and we are so grateful for the prayers of the people who pray for us and the generosity of the people who support us.  Ramona returned to California in late June to be with Anna Joy and Bryan who gave birth to their first child and our fourth grandchild, Bryanna Elizabeth Cheney on June 24th.  In late June and early July, I joined two wonderful mission teams from Kansas helping to construct church buildings in the states of Mexico and Puebla and then rushed back to Chiapas to meet an amazing team from Puerto Rico who came to share a camping experience and community work with local indigenous youth leaders.  


Almost every minute has been packed, meeting new people, meetings, visits, preparations, study, sermons and instruction.  Classes at the Seminary Intercultural Mayense, SIM, where we serve as interim coordinators began three weeks ago. We have been back in Chiapas for two weeks, preparing and giving classes; Ramona teaching English, and Chuck teaching Introduction to the Bible and The Gospels and Life of Christ.  Of course our week with the medical team included 141 patients and rich fellowship even though their visit was primarily exploratory for future teams. 
· Pray for Chuck and Ramona as they minister for Christ in Mexico.

· Pray for their children and grandchildren who are living in the United States, and for Chuck and Ramona as they live apart from them.

· Pray for Andres and Rosa to be open to the Good News and to open their heart to receive Jesus.



Daniel and Estela Schweissing, Bahamas

Dan serves the Mission Baptist Consortium of Churches in the area of theological education at Atlantic College and Theological Seminary in Nassau. Estela serves in the area of general ministry with the seven Haitian congregations of the 13-member Mission Baptist Consortium of churches in Nassau, Bahamas.

Estela writes: A few weeks ago, I (Estela) received a phone call from one of the ladies that I work with to let me know that two of the women from our group had been arrested and were being held in the detention center.  While it is not uncommon for me to receive news like this, I still felt overwhelmed as Pricil and Tata had just attended my class a few days earlier.  

 

It was heartbreaking to hear about what had happened to these ladies [who were arrested to deported to Haiti where they have nothing].

 

Due to the severe humanitarian crisis Haiti is experiencing in the aftermath of last month's hurricanes, the Haitian government has called upon the Bahamas to cease deportation of Haitians until the country's situation stabilizes.  Sadly, this request has been ignored.
 
Please remember to pray for: 
· Pricil and Tata as they face the many challenges and adjustments involved in returning to hurricane devastated Haiti.
· The women in our church and community who live in fear of deportation.
· Estela as she deals with the constant frustration and instability these situations create for her ministry.

 
Pray for Rev. Susan Omanson, serving through IM’s Volunteers in Global Mission (VIGM).
Susan is a member of FBC of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, serving in Bangkok with Nightlight, a ministry to women being trafficked for prostitution begun by IM missionary Annie Dieselberg.
She writes: My first bar outreach was last night.  I don't know how the sex displays at the bars can get any raunchier but they do.  It takes me several hours of recovery time after every outreach.  Please remember to especially pray for our outreach team on Tuesday and Friday evenings It is so heartbreaking seeing the depth of brokenness in the men who frequent these bars.  They come from all over the world, many of them married, all of them  deceived by the enemy!  I am constantly reminded that our enemy is not  flesh and blood but powers and principalities, the kingdom of Satan.

After work the women of NightLight  who are believers had a very moving worship and prayer time in the new building next to the present business building.  The new space is incredible.  We hope to move in next week.  I am so thrilled to be part of this season at NightLight

*For information on missionaries - go to www.internationalministries.org and click on PEOPLE WHO SERVE at the top.

*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or Bob.Santilli@abc-usa.org  

*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top. 






