THE MISSION PRAYER CALL

International Ministries, American Baptist Churches

Week of November 30, 2008
Pray for Thailand, our missionaries serving there, and for the Thailand Discovery Team

(Update from Stan Murray, International Ministries Area Director for Southeast Asia and Jonathan Hilsher, Coordinator of Volunteers)

A short-term mission team of American Baptists has safely returned from work in Thailand after being delayed a week due to massive political protests, which had forced the closing of the Bangkok airport.

The Discovery Team departed on Nov. 16 to engage in mission work in Northern Thailand.  This group was made up of 12 American Baptists from four states (Pennsylvania, Nebraska, Oregon, and Indiana) and from five different churches.  However, they were all united in a desire to demonstrate the love of Jesus and to bring running water to a remote tribal village in Thailand. They partnered with missionary Mike Mann and the Integrated Tribal Development Program (ITDP) by investing resources and effort in working alongside villagers to build a water system.  

The team planned to return home on Nov. 25, but protesters shut down Bangkok’s international airport just hours before their departure to the US.  The team had to stay at the Bangkok Christian Guesthouse to await a solution to the political impasse in the country.  United Airlines, on which they were flying, was unable to fly out of Bangkok due to the airport closures and there were no viable options within Thailand

Eventually, the team undertook a 1,200-mile trip south through Malaysia to Singapore.   Mike Mann and our Thai partners were incredibly helpful and supportive of the team and made the arrangements for this long journey.  The team arrived safely and is now en route to the United States.   There is no doubt that the prayers of many sustained the team throughout this time of uncertainty!

Despite the many difficulties, some members of the team are already thinking about returning next year to support the ongoing ministry of Mike Mann and ITDP.
· Praise God for providing for the needs of the teams and the helpers who came alongside them.

· Pray for our missionaries serving in Thailand (some of whom are now on U.S./Puerto Rico assignment): Duane & Marcia Binkley, Kim Brown, LaMon and Pat Brown, Scott and Tan Coats, 

Annie and Jeff Dieselberg, Chuck and Ruth Fox, Lea Lindero, Becky and Mike Mann, Jan and Larry Martin, Kit Ripley, Karen Smith 
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Mike Mann, Global Consultant, Economic Development. 

Following almost 14 years of ministry in Thailand, Mike is now available to any of our international partners who are interested in developing water and/or agricultural projects. 

Mike and his wife Becky live with their family in Chiang Mai, Thailand, where he continues to advise the Integrated Tribal Development Program (ITDP), through which he ministers among the hill tribes of northern Thailand. His wife Becky serves as a missionary and assists Mike with ITDP.

Pray for our partners in India and for all those impacted by the terrorist attack in Mumbai.
Dr. J.M. Ngul Khan Pau, General Secretary of the Council of Baptist Churches in North East India, Guwahati, Assam writes:

We are deeply shocked about the outbreak of terrorists gruesome killing in Mumbai; the Council of Baptist Churches would like to convey its heartfelt condolences to the families of those who have lost their lives in these barbaric attacks. We appeal that we need to pray fervently for those whose hearts are broken over the lost of their loved ones and for those more than 350 who are injured. 

We appeal to the politicians of our country not to point fingers of blaming one another and trying, trying to extract political mileage out of these tragedies. If these attacks cause us to turn on each other in hatred and conflict, the terrorists will have won. It is their diabolic plan to divide the country with hatred and chaos. Disrupting the society is the way to pull down the civil societies and destabilize the economy. As the Nation is paying tributes to the heroes arm forces who have laid down their lives, I am reminded of the TV news headline, "They gave their lives so that Mumbai can live on." 

The Council of Baptist Churches in North East India is a close partner of International Ministries. We promote the spreading of the Gospel, peace building, medical service, leadership development and theological education. Missionary Debbie Mulneix recently visited the Council to strengthen our partnership on short-term mission and volunteer services.
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Ruth Mooney, Costa Rica
Ruth's ministry is Christian education. She lives in Costa Rica, where she works with Ediciones Lumbrera, a team that writes and publishes Bible study materials for the Federacion de Asociaciones Bautistas de Costa Rica and churches throughout Latin America.

The material emphasizes a participatory teaching style that seeks the transformation of the learners as well as dialogue and community within the group. Ruth has published a manual for writing Christian education materials using this emphasis.  She is currently on U.S./Puerto Rico Assignment.
She writes: One of the most distinctive characteristics of an authentic Christian community is thanksgiving. Often we are caught up in the spirit of our age that teaches us to never be satisfied with what we have, to always want more, to buy, buy, buy, even if we don’t need it and can’t afford it. Yet, we already have more than we need, and are excessively wealthy by the world’s standards. Perhaps it is time to rethink our priorities. Let us be thankful for laughter and friends, for authenticity and hope. Instead of more things, let us strive for more justice, more goodwill among all, more forgiveness and community. Of those things we can never have too much.
· Pray for Ruth as she ministers in churches during her time in the United States and as she continues her Christian education ministry in Costa Rica.
*For information on missionaries - go to www.internationalministries.org and click on PEOPLE WHO SERVE at the top.

*For info on prayer ministry - Contact Rev. Bob Santilli at 610-768-2187 or Bob.Santilli@abc-usa.org  

*Prayer Requests for missionaries and others who serve is now available on the Web at www.internationalministries.org/. Click on PRAY at the top. 






